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border down. The President said so. He
looked the American people in the eye
and said we were going to do this. He
called out the National Guard last
year, and the National Guard has been
at the border, I guess, now over a year.

This bill would say, if you got past
the National Guard before last Decem-
ber 31, then you are in the pot. And the
argument that I have heard is that we
need to do something about the people
who have been here for a long time.
They have children. They are deeply
embedded in the communities. We
can’t ask them to leave. But what
about a person who ran past the Na-
tional Guard last December? How can
that person be deeply embedded in our
society after sneaking in after we have
said that the border is no longer open?
What do you tell our Border Patrol of-
ficers when they are out there trying
to enforce the law and somebody just
got past them last November and now
they are free and on the path to receiv-
ing some type of permanent status?
Congress just says: Forget it, those
who snuck past the border six months
ago are going to be given a legal status
and a path to citizenship.

These concerns should not be lightly
dealt with. Politicians can meet and
plot and think, but you have to remem-
ber what we are doing here. This is a
great nation. A great nation creates
laws. That nation should see that those
laws are enforced and followed through
effectively. If the laws are not enforced
then that nation loses respect. Its law
officers lose respect. Instead, people
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who are inclined to violate laws are en-
couraged. Clearly, the nation will have
more violations if that nation doesn’t
enforce the laws it passed. The bottom
line is that this bill evidences a lack of
commitment to make sure that the
system that is getting established will
work any better than the old one. So if
we are not able to establish with con-
fidence and clarity and conviction a
new system of immigration that we in-
tend to enforce, what is the point of
legislating another immigration bill
that won’t achieve those goals?

But the American people aren’t ready
to quit. If any Senator doubts that, I
suggest they sit at their front desk a
while and answer the phone. That is
the deal. We need as a nation to make
a decision, are we going to create a
lawful system of immigration or not?
That is the question. This bill answers
it in the negative. This bill is not going
to create a legal system. To pass it is
one more indication of our lack of will
and commitment. It will breed cyni-
cism and unhappiness among our con-
stituents.

I thank the Chair for its patience al-
lowing me to wrap up. I do believe the
last vote on the Baucus amendment
that did not table the amendment sent
a signal that Senators are frustrated
and uneasy about this process. I do be-
lieve more and more Senators, some of
whom voted for cloture just yesterday,
may not vote for cloture tomorrow.

I urge my colleagues not to worry.
The issue is not going away. We have
had it going since 1986. Just because
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this grand compromise by the grand
compromisers didn’t work does not
mean we don’t have a problem that
needs to be fixed. But next time let’s
make sure we do it right for our coun-
try.

I thank the Chair and yield the floor.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SALAZAR). Under the previous order,
the Senate stands adjourned until 9:30
a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 8:10 p.m.,
adjourned until Thursday, June 28,
2007, at 9:30 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate June 27, 2007:
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

GEORGE A. KROL, OF NEW JERSEY, A CAREER MEMBER
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER-
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO TURKMENISTAN.

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

W. ROSS ASHLEY, III, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT ADMINISTRATOR OF THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT AGENCY, DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY. (NEW POSITION)

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

SCOTT M. BURNS, OF UTAH, TO BE DEPUTY DIRECTOR
OF NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL POLICY, VICE MARY ANN
SOLBERG, RESIGNED.

THE JUDICIARY

REED CHARLES O’CONNOR, OF TEXAS, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT
OF TEXAS, VICE A. JOE FISH, RETIRING.
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